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Abstract

Background: In South Africa, a second Government of National Unity (GNU) was formed in 2024 after the African National Congress lost its majority and could not form a government on its own. This study explores strategies for minting Pentecostal Theology of Unity (PTU) and structural interventions, designed to align this ethos with the political objectives of the GNU, thereby fostering a transformative nexus between faith-based solidarity and democratic governance.

Objectives: The study examines the strategies for establishing a connection between these two institutions and develops ways to enhance the GNU operations.

Methods: This study employs a qualitative content analysis approach through examining existing documents, literature, media reports, theological texts, government policies, GNU documents and academic literature.

Results: The study recommends dialogue and collaborations, joint community development projects, reconciliatory education, promoting diversity and inclusivity, and, lastly, Pentecostal advocacy and policy influence. The GNU benefits profoundly from a strategic nexus between PTU and social identity theories.

Conclusion: Reconciliation, communal harmony and transcendent unity help foster superior identities and reduce social fragmentation, creating a robust, multidimensional approach to addressing South Africa’s complex socio-political landscape.

Contribution: The study contributes by advocating for strategies that enhance social cohesion, participatory development, the elimination of historical inequalities and the encouragement of inclusion and affirmation of diverse identities.
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Introduction

In the pulsating textile of the South African post-apartheid era, the pursuit of unity and reconciliation, in the Rainbow Nation, continues to be a defining theme (Smit 2017; Zwane 2024). The Government of National Unity (GNU) of 2024, necessitated by the demise of the African National Congress (ANC) in the previous election, resulting in the inability to form a government on its own has marked a pivotal moment in the country’s transition towards democracy, thereby warranting the need for political parties to work even more closely than in prior times (Mafumo 2024; Ragolane & Khoza 2024). Parallel to this, Pentecostal Theology of Unity (PTU), with its emphasis on unity, harmony and the empowerment of the body of believers, brings significant relevance and lessons for the cohesion, growth and smooth functioning of the GNU (Booysen 2024; Zwane 2024).

This study explores the intersection of the two PTU and GNU, examining how PTU would help the GNU on matters of intraparty dialogue and collaborations, joint community development projects, theological and reconciliatory education, promoting diversity and inclusivity, and lastly, how to sync Pentecostal advocacy with policy development (Vilakati & Bentley 2024). By examining the conceptual frameworks and practical strategies that underpin both the Pentecostal notion of unity (MacDonald 2012) and the GNU’s operational dynamics (Booysen 2024; Mafumo 2024), this study aims to ‘mint strategies’ that will help in developing innovative approaches to forge a nexus between these two spheres, fostering a more unified and inclusive South African governance machinery and society.

To help achieve this endeavour, these questions formed the foundation of the study: (1) What necessitated the GNU?, (2) What are the challenges endemic to the GNU?, and (3) In what ways can the PTU help mint strategies to strengthen the GNU? Relatedly, ecumenism and social identity theories (SIT) help create the framework for this to be achieved.

Literature review

Pentecostal Theology of Unity

Pentecostal Theology of Unity is built from the core principles, values and beliefs that underpin the concept of unity within Pentecostalism, including the role of the Holy Spirit, the importance of community and the pursuit of reconciliation, and is rooted in the biblical account of Pentecost (Acts 2), where the Spirit outpouring enabled diverse individuals from various nationalities understand and unit in worship. It is crucial to underscore the fact that PTU is understood to be grounded in both pneumatological and ecclesiological foundations. The key aspects of PTU are pneumatological imagination, ecumenical engagement (Richie 2020), lastly, synodality and charisms (Vondey 2014). These perspectives demonstrate PTU’s focus on Spirit-driven harmony in diversity, and cooperation (Resane 2024).

According to Kimotho (2019), from PTU, we can learn of empowerment from the holy Spirit, unity, and cooperation in diversity, close to what Servant Leadership entails. Furthermore, there is the aspect of Spiritual Gifts (1 Cor 12) giving emphasis to the promotion of unity fostered by mutual contribution (Resane 2024). More still, it promulgates collaborative decision making, and empowerment of leadership to enhance shared purposes (Richie 2020).

The critics of PTU argue that it is grossly idealistic, focusing primarily on spiritual unity without dealing with socio-cultural and economic entities (Nel 2014). Other critics further contend that ‘we are all one in Christ’ does not apply to all environments, as there are divergent power bases, thoughts and beliefs, such as in the South African context (Robeck 2014).

Government of National Unity

The 2024 election really shook things up in South African politics when the ANC’s support took a severe knock, falling to 40.18% from 57.5% in 2019 (Independent Electoral Commission of South Africa 2024). The ANC lost its majority for the first time since 1994, so it had to team up with other parties to govern, both nationally and in some provinces.

The election results in Table 1 show the election results for the various parties forming the GNU. The Democratic Alliance (DA) remains the main opposition, having secured 21.81% of the vote, while the new Umkhonto We Sizwe party (MKP), led by Jacob Zuma, garnered 14.58%, altering the usual voting pattern (Independent Electoral Commission of South Africa 2024). The Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF) emerged with 9.52%, the Inkatha Freedom Party (IFP) with 4.04%, and the Patriotic Alliance (PA) with 2.04%. All these parties became important players in the coalition deals (Independent Electoral Commission of South Africa 2024). Consequently, South Africa’s political scene is now divided, with no single party having total control. Some scholars argue that what we have in South Africa is a Coalition Government rather than a GNU and they give their distinctions between a coalition government and a GNU (Vilakati & Bentley 2024).
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Benefits and challenges facing the Government of National Unity

Booysen (2024) articulates that the GNU was widely welcome by both the stakeholders and the wider populace for it was seen to be offering a fresh opportunity to rebuild a capable state, strengthen democratic accountability and improve responsiveness. The GNU ended the monopoly of the ANC, a development that many hoped will bring an improvement on performance, on issues such as social cohesion, economic growth and service delivery (Mseleku & Yende 2025). There is bound to be growth in political tolerance among both the leaders in the GNU and the various political parties do to constantly interacting and making decisions (Gumbo 2022).

There is a plethora of challenges facing the GNU. Masipa (2018) advances that economic disparities still mirror apartheid era inequalities in wealth distribution, education access and employment opportunities. More persistent issues in South Africa include unequal education, pay gaps, segregated communities and economic disparities (Agbor et al. 2024). High youth unemployment, exacerbated by skills mismatches and slow economic growth, coupled with the recent global tariff wars compounds the challenges (Kotze 2024). Despite a substantial increase in South Africa’s health budget, the public health system still faces inequalities, along with controversies surrounding the National Health Insurance (NHI) proposal, contributing to these challenges. Moreover, crime and gender-based violence remain serious setbacks (Ofusori 2024). However, Kotze (2024) believes that, amid these huddles, the 2024 GNU provides an opportunity for deeper engagement on critical priorities, including tackling service delivery logjams, advancing socio-economic development and creating a more equitable future. This study then advocates for harnessing the PTU in a way of informing and transforming the GNU.

The intersection of theology and politics

In contemporary South Africa, the relationship between theology and politics remains intricate. Mkhize (2024) argues that Christian megachurches (such as the Christian Family Church International and Christian Revival Church), particularly those promoting prosperity theology, have continued to flourish, influencing political decisions and fuelling economic disparities. The ANC’s historical use of religious rhetoric, along with secular-inclusive party rules and laws has also been considered as complicating the cobweb (Urbaniak & Khorommbi 2020). Lephakga (2024) contends that the implications of the church and political intersection are far-reaching and critiques the commercialisation of religion and its impact on perpetuating socio-economic inequalities. To be able to mint strategies for creating a nexus between PTU and the GNU, the church must have a credible and acceptable voice and role within the South African law makers and populace (Mkhize 2024).

When the aforesaid obstacles have been removed, PTU can be used to craft strategies that will inform and help to improve the functioning of the GNU, such as promoting social cohesion, fostering economic justice and ethical governance, thus helping to build policies on good stewardship and amicable addressing of historical inequalities and grievances through parliamentary portfolios and committees (Vilakati & Bentley 2024). Political parties to the GNU would need to be harnessed to inculcate social harmony that transcends beyond the fabric of ethnicity, race and economic differences (Kotze 2024). Ethical leadership promotion within parties and government structures would enhance transparency, accountability and inclusive decision making (Masipa 2018). Pentecostal Theology of Unity helps to shape the GNU through its emphasis on promoting the common good, human dignity and equality (Mkhize 2024).

Forums that can be used to transfer these values and strategies include social gatherings, religious conferences and services, parliamentary addresses and committees, party functions and rallies, and professional and business forums (Vilakati & Bentley 2024). Masipa (2018) advocates for approaches that encompass public participation, equality, tolerance, accountability, transparency, and regular free and fair elections. Economic empowerment, prevention of power abuse, protection of human rights, a robust multiparty system and unwavering commitment to the rule of law are the other pillars Masipa raises.

Theoretical framework

Ecumenism

The theory that best suits this study is ecumenism, which is a theological approach that emphasises the unity of different Christian denominations and seeks to promote cooperation and understanding among them. The fundamental aspects of this theory include unity in diversity, recognising differences while seeking common ground and shared faith in Christ. Furthermore, it espouses Dialogue and Cooperation, encouraging inter-church conversations and collaborative efforts (Domingues 2024). The other important pillars are Common Mission, focusing on shared goals like social justice, evangelism and service, followed by Reconciliation, healing historical divisions and fostering mutual understanding. Lastly there is Shared Sacraments and Practices, exploring common worship and sacramental practices (Hollander 2024). In the context of the GNU, ecumenism can be applied to bring together people from different backgrounds and faiths to work towards the common goal of national unity, reconciliation and development.

Social identity theory

The second theory used in this study is the SIT, which spells that people derive a sense of identity and belonging from the groups they are part of (Whelan 2025). In a GNU, the SIT helps to explain how different groups can come together and find common ground despite their differences. Basically, SIT is a social psychology idea that explains how what we think of ourselves, along with our thoughts and beliefs about social groups, shapes how we interact with others and how groups behave (Zhou, Willis & Raynolds 2025). It first emerged in the seventies to explain why groups act the way they do towards one another. Then, in the early eighties, it was fleshed out to cover all sorts of group stuff and what makes a social group tick (Arshad et al. 2022). Since then, it has become much bigger, with new ideas about how groups influence each other, how leaders work, why we want to feel good about ourselves and reduce uncertainty, why people lose themselves in crowds, how protests happen and why some people get pushed to the sidelines or act out within groups (Whelan 2025).

These theories are particularly relevant and provide a strong conceptual fit for the study, as they effectively illuminate the theological and socio-political dimensions under investigation.

Research methods and design

This study employs a qualitative content analysis approach, through examining existing documents, literature and media reports. Relevant documents, such as: (1) Pentecostal church statements and theological texts, (2) government policies and GNU documents, (3) academic literature on Pentecostalism and national unity, and (4) media reports on Pentecostal churches and the GNU were utilised to garner acumens into the minting of strategies to create a nexus between the PTU and the GNU. The study used documents such as books and journal articles, which were useful because the findings were unaffected by the researchers’ influence (Morgan 2022). The study searched and scrutinised the literature from various electronic databases, which included ERIC, Google Scholar, JSTOR and Science Direct, using the search phrase ‘strategies for minting nexus between PTU and the GNU’. More than 20 journal articles appeared, after which only 10 articles were selected for further use in thematic analysis, based on their significance to the study’s focus. Screening was performed through reading abstracts. The accepted documents were useful in that they offered us a method of identifying the strategies for building a nexus between the PTU and the GNU.

For data analysis, thematic analysis was employed, as described by Braun and Clark (2013). After identifying codes and patterns, the articles were meticulously selected and carefully reviewed. The coding method comprised locating elements within the data that directed to different themes and provided the specifics required to address the research questions. Colour coding was employed, whereby concepts or terms that recur often were identified and categorised according to their colour. Such articles were printed out, with descriptive labels attached and various reoccurring themes were colour coded. This enhanced the general overview of the data, making it exceedingly easy to concentrate on the themes and ideas that spoke to the two study questions.

Trustworthiness and credibility of the data were ensured the use of triangulation of data sources; a critical evaluation of sources and documents was applied. Furthermore, transparent documentation of analysis and findings was carried out. The study adhered to ethical principles, including proper citation and referencing of sources, respect for intellectual property and copyright limitations and delimitations. It should be observed that the study is limited to existing documents and literature and may not capture current or nuanced perspectives, and it is to the exploration and minting of strategies for creating a nexus between PTU and the GNU in South Africa.

Ethical considerations

This article followed all ethical standards for research without direct contact with human or animal subjects.

Results

The study investigated the strategies for creating a nexus between PTU and the 2024 GNU in South Africa. Documents from various electronic databases were utilised and the results were thematically analysed. The findings revealed that the GNU’s challenges lie in operationalising its mandate without diluting the specificity of marginalised voices or oversimplifying identity dynamics, therefore requiring nuanced, dialogical strategies that balance unity with diversity. Through these integrated approaches, sustenance within the GNU can achieve both moral legitimacy and strategic efficacy, thereby advancing policies that reflect South Africa’s true multilayered societal landscape. Herewith, the study’s findings are thematically presented.

Fostering dialogue and collaboration

A study conducted by Pongweni (2025) and another by Zhou et al. (2025) revealed that the GNU has had challenges in fostering dialogue regarding a number of policy changes and bills, citing the Basic Education Laws Ammendment (BELA) Act as an example. Nurturing dialogue and collaboration in the 2024 GNU in South Africa through a nexus of PTU and SIT requires strategically designed initiatives that emphasise shared values and collective identity (Booysen 2024). This is where this study promulgates, interfaith and intercultural forums to be established to facilitate open dialogue among diverse religious and ethnic communities, drawing on PTU’s call for spiritual unity and reconciliation while applying SIT to reduce intergroup tensions by promoting a hypernym South African identity.

Furthermore, as articulated by Vilakati and Bentley (2024), collaborative policy workshops that include representatives from political parties, faith groups and civil society nurture a participatory environment where diverse perspectives coalesce around common goals, reflecting the Pentecostal emphasis on communal discernment and SIT’s insights into group dynamics. From another perspective, a study by Ragolane and Khoza (2024) reveals that community peacebuilding initiatives that engage local leaders and grassroots organisations operationalise theological principles of forgiveness and reconciliation. Such initiatives work best alongside social psychological strategies for identity integration, thereby strengthening social cohesion at the grassroots level.

Subsequently, these efforts must balance the affirmation of distinct group identities with the cultivation of inclusive narratives to avoid artificial unity. Such a move ensures that dialogue and collaboration contribute meaningfully to the GNU’s broader mission of national cohesion and democratic governance.

Creating joint community development projects

A study carried out by Mamokhere and Meyer (2023) revealed that:


It is evident through many studies that the municipalities are not constitutionally complying with the legislative framework to encourage an active and conducive environment for effective community participation. A lack of community participation hinders the implementation of public policies such as an IDP. When impacted communities are excluded from development planning, it can lead to a lack of trust and buy-in, as well as a lack of community participation in the dissemination of public policy among those communities’ members. Therefore, there is a need to enhance public participation by the typology of community engagement mechanisms. (p. 2)



Khambule and Kariuki (2024) further highlight the challenges encountered in successful implementation of community projects within the South African municipalities, which are also symptomatic at national level. These are aligning plans with realistic resource allocations, disconnect between planning and fiscal frameworks, weak inter-sphere coordination between national, provincial and local governments, and limited information-sharing platforms. Strategies for creating joint community development projects within South Africa’s 2024 GNU can be effectively designed through the intersection of PTU and SIT, which together offer a framework for fostering collaboration, shared purpose and social cohesion.

In due course, community initiatives that mobilise faith-based organisations alongside local government and civil society will embody Pentecostal calls for healing and restoration while leveraging SIT’s emphasis on building inclusive identities. Such identities rise above ethnic and cultural divisions. More still, mounting educational empowerment programmes that partner schools, churches and community leaders promote unity through nurturing a collective identity centred on shared aspirations for youth development, thus addressing systemic inequalities through collaborative engagement (Harrison 2023).

Lastly, based on these studies’ (Harrison 2023; Mamokhere & Meyer 2023) findings, this study suggests the introduction of sustainable projects that integrate small enterprise development which draw from Pentecostal values of stewardship and mutual support, while encompassing the SIT to build intergroup cooperation and reduce social fragmentation through highlighting common economic goals. For sustainability, these projects need to be designed with sensitivity to the local social fabric, ensuring that unity does not suppress legitimate cultural differences but rather channels diversity into constructive partnerships (Maonei & Shava 2023). Such an integrative approach not only enhances project sustainability but it also strengthens the GNU’s broader mandate to build a cohesive and inclusive society.

Infusing theological reflection into education

Strategies for infusing theological reflections into education within the 2024 GNU in South Africa, blending PTU and SIT, can be articulated through three critical approaches, viz: (1) curriculum development, (2) teacher training, and (3) intergroup dialogue that yields experiential learning. These are discussed next in more detail.

A study by Watson et al. (2025b) promulgates the use of values as the epicentre of any nation’s existence, and they say values are:


[E]nduring beliefs that a specific mode of conduct or end-state of existence is personally or socially preferable to an opposite or converse mode of conduct or end-state of existence, values are the building blocks of human culture, guiding interactions and transactions between people. (p. 1486)



Thus, when curriculum development integrates PTU ideals of reconciliation and spiritual unity, the GNU performance and effectiveness is enhanced, bringing sustainable development and ecological sustainability (Stork & Öhlmann 2025). In addition, teacher training programmes designed to equip educators with theological literacy and social psychological awareness will enable them to facilitate dialogue that bridges identity divides while nurturing empathy and mutual respect at the same time.

Studies that have been consulted regarding the budget process stalemate over increased VAT in 2025 (Ensor 2025), the BELA Act debacle (Pongweni 2025), ugly intraparty fights on ideological and policy divergencies (Mahlakoana 2024, cited in Maswanganyi 2025), and incessant municipal fiascos (Payne & Njilo 2025, cited in Maswanganyi 2025) are indicators of the need for oiling of the GNU machinery through the infusion of theological reflection into education into the curriculum.

On another note, experiential learning initiatives as espoused by Watson et al. (2025a), such as intergroup dialogues and community service projects embody Pentecostal calls for communal solidarity and SIT’s insight into reducing intergroup bias through positive contact, thereby cultivating practical expressions of unity within diverse educational settings. Nevertheless, these strategies require careful balancing to avoid theological dominance while promoting an inclusive ethos that aligns with South Africa’s pluralistic society and the GNU’s commitment to national cohesion.

Advocacy and policy influence

Approaches for creating advocacy and policy influence within South Africa’s 2024 GNU are evidently enhanced through the integration of PTU with SIT. Pentecostal Theology of Unity, with its emphasis on spiritual unity and reconciliation, provides a moral and ethical foundation that motivates collective action grounded in shared values and a vision of communal well-being (Maswanganyi 2025). This theological lens promotes an inclusive narrative that rises above partisan divisions and fosters a sense of higher purpose essential for sustained advocacy efforts. Concurrently, SIT elucidates how group affiliations shape political behaviour and policy preferences, highlighting the importance of constructing superordinate identities that can unite diverse constituencies under common goals (Mahlakoana 2024, cited in Maswanganyi 2025). Effective advocacy strategies, therefore, must navigate the complex interplay between preserving group distinctiveness and promote inclusive coalitions that leverage shared identities to influence policy agendas (Pongweni 2025). This article thus posits, such a nexus demands deliberate engagement with both the symbolic and structural dimensions of policymaking, including faith-based mobilisation, coalition-building and culturally resonant messaging that align with the GNU’s pluralistic framework.

Promoting diversity and inclusivity

Several studies (Ensor 2025; Pongweni 2025; Maswanganyi 2025; Watson et al. 2025a) revealed that, in the context of South Africa’s 2024 GNU, regarding promoting diversity and inclusivity, there is a need for bringing in multifaceted approaches, and some such approaches can come the nexus between PTU and SIT.

Pentecostal Theology emphasises a spiritual and communal unity grounded in shared faith, transcending ethnic and cultural divisions by fostering a collective identity centred on divine reconciliation and mutual respect (Hollander 2024). This theological framework encourages inclusive dialogue and solidarity, which can be strategically employed to bridge historical and social divides within the GNU (Urbaniak & Khorommbi 2020). Social identity theory provides critical insights into how individuals’ self-concepts are shaped by group memberships, highlighting the potential for in-group favouritism and out-group exclusion. Effective strategies must therefore focus on creating superordinate identities within the GNU that encompass diverse ethnic, cultural and political groups, thereby reducing intergroup biases and fostering cohesion (Gumbo 2022). Favourably, this involves institutionalising participatory mechanisms, equitable representation and intercultural competence training that reflect both theological imperatives and social psychological realities.

Nonetheless, a critical challenge remains in navigating the tension between preserving distinct group identities and promoting a unified national ethos, requiring continuous negotiation and reflexivity. In the end, infusing Pentecostal theological principles with SIT in policy and practice offers a nuanced pathway to cultivate an inclusive GNU, one that not only recognises but also celebrates South Africa’s pluralism while striving for collective harmony and democratic resilience.

Concerns regarding the coalition’s legitimacy under the philosophy of associated consociational democracy, which promotes inclusive power-sharing, are raised by the EFF and MK’s absence from South Africa’s 2024 GNU (Payne & Njilo 2025, cited in Maswanganyi 2025). Because they are two of the top four best performing parties in terms of electoral support, their absence calls into question the GNU’s assertion that it represents all significant political forces and could drive away its followers, many of whom favour drastic economic change. Given that both parties are recruiting opposition forces in response to this exclusion, political division may increase (Petersen 2024, cited in Maswanganyi 2025).

Blending ecumenism into the Government of National Unity

In order to promote inclusive interdenominational cooperation and national cohesion, the 2024 GNU in South Africa can significantly improve its ecumenism strategies by fusing PTU with SIT. Pentecostal Theology of Unity’s emphasis on spiritual unity and reconciliation offers a theological imperative for diverse Christian traditions to overcome doctrinal divisions, promoting a shared faith identity that transcends denominational boundaries. This is enhanced by SIT, which clarifies how, depending on social contexts and leadership, group identities, such as denominational affiliations, can both divide and unite communities. Therefore, in the GNU context, effective ecumenical strategies must concentrate on developing flawless religious identities that highlight shared objectives and values, minimising intergroup prejudice, and promoting collaboration among all groups. In order to ensure that ecumenism significantly contributes to the GNU’s mandate for inclusive governance and social harmony, these strategies must critically negotiate the conflict between upholding distinctive religious identities and fostering a unified milieu that supports the development of national unity.

Discussion

Recommendations

This research offers several key recommendations and contributions to scholarship, particularly in the socio-economic, cultural and policy domains within South Africa’s 2024 GNU. By integrating PTU with SIT, the study highlights how faith-based ethical frameworks can complement social psychological insights to foster inclusive governance, social cohesion and participatory development.

Socio-economically, such a nexus encourages collaborative community projects and educational reforms that address inequality while promoting collective identity and mutual respect.

Culturally, it supports the affirmation of diverse identities within a unifying national narrative, which is crucial in a pluralistic society.

From a policy perspective, the findings advocate for deliberate inclusion of theological reflections in public discourse and policymaking, alongside evidence-based approaches to managing group identities and intergroup relations.

Theoretically, this research expands interdisciplinary dialogue between theology and social psychology, offering a model for other contexts grappling with diversity and unity.

Future research should explore empirical assessments of implemented strategies, investigate the role of other religious traditions in similar frameworks and examine long-term impacts on national reconciliation and democratic stability in South Africa.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the 2024 GNU in South Africa stands to benefit profoundly from a strategic nexus between PTU and SIT. Pentecostal Theology of Unity offers a powerful spiritual and ethical foundation centred on reconciliation, communal harmony and transcendent unity, which can inspire inclusive governance and social cohesion. Meanwhile, the SIT provides critical insights into the dynamics of group affiliation, identity negotiation and intergroup relations, enabling the design of policies and interventions that foster superior identities and reduce social fragmentation. Together, these frameworks create a robust, multidimensional approach to addressing South Africa’s complex socio-political landscape by balancing respect for diverse identities with a unifying national ethos.

For the GNU, this integration not only enhances the moral legitimacy and social resonance of unity initiatives but it also equips policymakers and community leaders with practical tools for cultivating sustainable collaboration and democratic pliability. Ultimately, minting strategies at this intersection can contribute to a more cohesive, inclusive and equitable South African society, aligned with the GNU’s mandate and the nation’s ongoing journey towards lasting unity in diversity. Furthermore, this will go beyond the current GNU alliance, which favours mainstream and right-wing ideas, while ignoring some socialist and nationalist viewpoints because of the fact that, ANC, DA and other smaller parties formed the GNU.

Acknowledgements

The author, Lufuluvhi M. Mudimeli, serves as an editorial board member of this journal. The peer review process for this submission was handled independently, and the author had no involvement in the editorial decision-making process for this article.

Competing interest

The authors, Bernard Chingwanangwana; Lufuluvhi M. Mudimeli and Humbulani S. Tshamano, declare that they have no financial or personal relationships that may have inappropriately influenced them in writing this article.

CRediT authorship contribution

Bernard Chingwanangwana: Conceptualisation, Data curation, Formal analysis, Investigation, Methodology, Project administration, Resources, Writing – original draft, Writing – review & editing. Lufuluvhi M. Mudimeli: Conceptualisation, Data curation, Formal analysis, Investigation, Methodology, Project administration, Resources, Writing – original draft, Writing – review & editing. Humbulani S. Tshamano: Conceptualisation, Data curation, Formal analysis, Investigation, Methodology, Project administration, Resources, Writing – original draft, Writing – review & editing. All authors reviewed the article, contributed to the discussion of results, approved the final version for submission and publication, and take responsibility for the integrity of its findings.

Funding information

The authors received no financial support for the research, authorship and/or publication of this article.

Data availability

Data sharing is not applicable to this article as no new data were created or analysed in this study.

Disclaimer

The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the authors and are the product of professional research. They do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of any affiliated institution, funder, agency or that of the publisher. The authors are responsible for this article’s results, findings and content.

References

Agbor, U.I., Agbor, T.I., Obaji-Akpet, I.O. & Eja, T.R., 2024, ‘Good governance, elections and meeting the Sustainable Development Goals by 2030 in Africa’, African Journal of Politics and Administrative Studies 17(1), 353–379. https://doi.org/10.4314/ajpas.v17i1.18

Arshad, M., Qasim, N., Farooq, O. & Rice, J., 2022, ‘Empowering leadership and employees’ work engagement: A social identity theory perspective’, Management Decision 60(5), 1218–1236. https://doi.org/10.1108/MD-11-2020-1485

Booysen, S., 2024, ‘Accountability and representation in South Africa’s 2024 elections: A reshaping of the political landscape’, Journal of African Elections 23(2), 1–22.

Braun, V. & Clark, V., 2013, Successful qualitative Research: A practical guide for beginners, Springer, Singapore.

Domingues, J.M., 2024, ‘Ecumenical critical theory, pluralism and developmental trends’, Thesis Eleven 181(1), 3–19. https://doi.org/10.1177/07255136241240087

Ensor, L., 2025, ‘DA budget rebellion leaves GNU on shaky ground- overhaul of coalition government could be on the cards after meltdown in ANC-DA relationship’, Business Day, viewed 02 April 2025, from https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/national/2025-04-02-da-budget-rebellion-leaves-gnu-on-shaky-ground/.

Gumbo, B., 2022, ‘Power sharing and political stability: Creating inclusive governance for development in sub-Saharan Africa’, Doctoral dissertation, Faculty of Humanities, University of Free State.

Harrison, T., 2023, ‘The resurgence of national development planning and the challenge of alignment’, ODI Global Working paper, ODI Global, London.

Hollander, A.T., 2024, ‘Introduction: Ecumenism and translation? Ecumenism as translation? Ecumenism in translation?’, Journal of Ecumenical Studies 59(3), 295–305. https://doi.org/10.1353/ecu.2024.a935544

Independent Electoral Commission of South Africa, 2024, 1994 National and Provincial Elections, viewed 02 April 2025, from https://www.elections.org.za/.

Khambule, I. & Kariuki, P., 2024, Ten years of South Africa’s national development plan: Progress, challenges, and the future, UJ Press, Johannesburg.

Kimotho, S.G., 2019, ‘Is servant leadership a “Christian theory?” A critical examination of Greenleaf’s servant leadership concept’, International Journal of Research in Humanities and Social Studies 6(3), 71–78.

Kotze, J., 2024, ‘South Africa’s Unity Government: 4 crucial factors for it to work in’, The Conversation, 18 June, p. 18.

Lephakga, T., 2024, ‘The silence of Lukewarm churches in South Africa Today: A theo-ethical analysis of the implications of the Zondo Commission for the Church’, Studia Historiae Ecclesiasticae 50(3), 1–19. https://doi.org/10.25159/2412-4265/13218

MacDonald, W., 2012, Pentecostal theology: A systematic overview, Baker Academic, Grand Rapids, Michigan.

Mafumo, T.N., 2024, ‘Uncertainties with the government of national unity in South Africa’, Journal of Public Administration and Development Alternatives (JPADA) 9(3), 164–176. https://doi.org/10.55190/JPADA.2024.349

Maswanganyi, F.T., 2025, ‘Government of National Unity: Challenges, opportunities and lessons for democratic consolidation’, Journal of Public Administration and Development Alternatives (JPADA) 10(Si1), 137–159. https://doi.org/10.55190/JPADA.2025.408

Mamokhere, J. & Meyer, D.F., 2023, ‘Towards an exploration of the significance of community participation in the integrated development planning process in South Africa’, Social Sciences 12(5), a256. https://doi.org/10.3390/socsci12050256

Maonei, G.M. & Shava, E., 2023, ‘Intergovernmental relations as an accelerator for the local government planning in South Africa’, Journal of South-West Jiaotong University 58(2), 768–781. https://doi.org/10.35741/issn.0258-2724.58.2.7

Masipa, T., 2018, ‘South Africa’s transition to democracy and democratic consolidation: A reflection on socio-economic challenges’, Journal of Public Affairs 18(4), e1713. https://doi.org/10.1002/pa.1713

Morgan, H., 2022, ‘Conducting a qualitative document analysis’, The Qualitative Report 27(1), 64–67.

Mkhize, M., 2024, ‘The rationale and drivers of violent student protests in post-apartheid South Africa’, African Journal of Peace and Conflict Studies 13(3), 9.

Mseleku, Z. & Yende, N.E., 2025, ‘The Government of National Unity in (re) building a long-term capable, accountable, and responsive state in South Africa: A perspective from Gramsci’s hegemony’, Journal of Nation-Building and Policy Studies 9(2), 87.

Nel, M., 2014, ‘A critical evaluation of theological distinctives of Pentecostal theology’, Studia Historiae Ecclesiasticae 40(1), 291–309.

Ofusori, A.E., 2024, 30 years democracy in South Africa: Lessons learned, challenges and opportunities, The Democracy Development Program, Pretoria.

Pongweni, T., 2025, ‘AfriForum and solidarity to challenge full implementation 158 FT Maswanganyi of BELA Act in court’, Daily Maverick, viewed 31 March 2025, from https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2025-01-16-afriforum-solidarity-to-challenge-full-implementation-of-bela-act-in-court/.

Ragolane, M. & Khoza, N.G., 2024, ‘The role of political compromise in South Africa’s Government of National Unity: Balancing competing interests for stability and peacebuilding’, Conflict Trends 2024(2), 10–17.

Resane, K., 2024, ‘Pentecostal missional ecclesiology based on Acts 2: 42–47 contributes towards sustainable development in communities’, Missionalia: Southern African Journal of Mission Studies 52(1), 172–184. https://doi.org/10.7832/52-0-526

Richie, T., 2020, Essentials of Pentecostal theology: An eternal and unchanging Lord powerfully present & active by the Holy Spirit, Wipf and Stock Publishers, Eugene, Oregon.

Robeck, C.M., Jr, 2014, ‘Christian unity and Pentecostal mission: A contradiction?’, in W. Vonday (ed.), Pentecostal mission and global Christianity, pp. 201–206, Rogum, Oxford.

Smit, D., 2017, ‘Reconciliation as a Christian concept in South Africa’, Journal of Theology for Southern Africa 159, 6–24.

Stork, J. & Öhlmann, P., 2025, ‘African initiated churches and ecological sustainability: An empirical exploration’, Open Theology 11(1), 20250039. https://doi.org/10.1515/opth-2025-0039

Urbaniak, J. & Khorommbi, T., 2020, ‘South Africa’s Jacob Zuma and the deployment of Christianity in the public sphere’, The Review of Faith & International Affairs 18(2), 61–75. https://doi.org/10.1080/15570274.2020.1753992

Vilakati, V.M. & Bentley, W., 2024, ‘Unity for whom? Theological reflections on South Africa’s 2024 Government of National Unity’, Stellenbosch Theological Journal 10(1), 27–53. https://doi.org/10.17570/stj.2024.v10n1.23

Vondey, W., 2014, ‘The unity and diversity of Pentecostal theology: A brief account for the ecumenical community in the west’, Ecclesiology 10(1), 76–100. https://doi.org/10.1163/17455316-01001006

Watson, S., Agum, P., Straud, A.M. & Michelle, L., 2025a, ‘Intergrating community voices in data-centric research, Overcoming barriers to meaningful engagement’, The American Journal of Bio-ethics 25(2), 87–90.

Watson, P., Volmink, J., Mdaka, M.J. & Croucamp, A.P., 2025b, ‘Values in education: Animating the care and support for teaching and learning framework’, International Journal of Inclusive Education 29(9), 1484–1501. https://doi.org/10.1080/13603116.2024.2406930

Whelan, B., 2025, ‘Toward networked social identity theory: Reconceptualizing social identity in the digital age’, AMS Review 15, 502–518. https://doi.org/10.1007/s13162-025-00321-0

Zhou, H., Willis, L. & Reynolds, K.J., 2025, ‘From intragroup to intergroup phenomena: A new look at social norms, social identity, and behavior’, in N.R. Branscomb & K.J. Reynolds (eds.), Handbook of social identity research, pp. 93–111, Edward Elgar Publishing, Chaltenhan.

Zwane, E., 2024, ‘Evaluating the sustainability of the Government of National Unity (GNU): Case of seventh democratic administration in South Africa’, IAHRW International Journal of Social Sciences Review 12(3), 307–310.

OPS/symbol.jpg
 — .\

\ U





OPS/AJOPS-3-150-T1.jpg
TABLE 1: 2024 election results and coalition formations.

Party National votes GNU
share (%)

African National Congress (ANC) 40.18 GNU member
Democratic Alliance (DA) 21.81 GNU GNU member
Umkhonto We Sizwe Party (MKP) 1458 Opposition
Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF) 952 Opposition
Inkatha Freedom Party (IFP) 404 GNU member
Patriotic Alliance (PA) 2.04 GNU member

Source: Independent Electoral Commission of South Africa, 2024, 1994 National and
Provincial Elections, viewed 02 April 2025, from https://www.elections.org.za/

GNU, Government of National Unity.
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